THE BLESSING OF TITHING 
Malachi 3:8-10 
Introduction: 
	A. I want to give you a definition of tithing as we begin today as there seems to be a lot of confusion on this subject - then we’ll spend some time exploring how we are blessed by giving the tithe to God. 
- Definition: A tithe is 1/10th of my income that I give to the local church. 
- In the OT, the tithe was 10 % given to the temple, and then later the synagogue. 
- In other words, it was given wherever the people went to worship – in the church age that would be the local church. 
- There seems to be some confusion on this, so let me explain – since a tithe is 1/10th, you can’t tithe 5% or 13% or any other amount. 
- You can give more or less than the tithe if you choose to, but it is not a tithe – the word tithe always means 10% (NOTE: 15% would be the tithe plus 5%) 
- Also, a tithe is not divided and given to several different groups – for instance, let’s say you give 10% of your income, but 5% goes to the local church 2% goes to a missionary whose work you’re fond of, and the other 3% is dispersed to some other ministry. 
- It is good that you’re able to give at that level, but it is not a tithe. 
- A tithe is always 1/10th of your income that goes to the place that you worship. 
	B. Now this morning, what we want to do, is see how God has reserved blessings for those that are faithful to Him in tithing. 
- There are two specific ways He blesses that we need to understand this morning. 
1. THE BLESSING OF PERSPECTIVE 
- Could I ask for a show of hands? How many of you have ever had anything stolen? 
 
- Any of you had any big ticket items stolen? Anybody have a car stolen? It wasn’t stolen out here in our lot, was it? 
 
- When your stuff is stolen, you’re thinking, "Hey, who did this? Who is so brazenly self-centered and uncaring and evil to do something like this?" 
 
- I certainly felt that way when I realized that thieves had broken into our church and garage/yard. 
 
A. Now I’m mentioning all this because we’re looking this morning at this little book in the OT called Malachi. 
 
- The prophet’s mission is to raise the standard of excellence across all lines–spiritual excellence, relational excellence, financial excellence. 
 
- And we’re going to look at chapter three which deals with financial excellence. 
 
- The prophet opens the discussion by talking about a very unusual victim of thievery. 
 
- It’s as though Malachi asks the people to get the conversation going, "Who’s the last person in the universe you would expect to get robbed?" 
 
- Then listen to what he says in Malachi 3:8-10: READ 
 
- Now this is a very interesting thing that Malachi does here – He is wanting the people to begin to see their giving/or non-giving in a new light – He wants them to gain God’s perspective on what they are doing. 
 
- He wants them to experience the blessing of the tithe. 
 
 I Can Now See Giving Through God’s Eyes 
 
- Hundreds of years prior to Malachi’s writing this text, God had spelled out for people how they ought to handle their money excellently. 
 
- God says, "Here’s the guidelines: Earn money ethically–no schemes, no corruptions, no back door deals. 
 
- Earn money; you can earn a lot of it if you want, that’s great. 
 
- But earn money ethically; spend money wisely, not foolishly or carelessly; avoid destructive debt; save money consistently for your future; give money to the poor generously. 
 
- And as a part of the overall financial money management practices that God lays out, he says, "And I’m establishing the practice of tithing." 
 
- The idea behind the practice was that God’s people would take 10% of their income, and they would bring it to their worship place as a symbol of their gratefulness and in worship to God for His giving them material blessings, and then for the secondary and practical purpose of supporting the ministry. 
 
- For a long time, people carried out God’s guidelines just as God had outlined them. 
 
- People did their money management in an excellent way. 
 
- And everybody won during that time in the history of God’s people. 
 
- I mean, the people themselves won because their finances stayed under control. 
 
- They stayed out of financial difficulties, didn’t go into debt, they had savings, they gave to the poor, they brought the full tithe. 
 
- God won because he was honored and given thanks for his graciousness. 
 
- Temple ministries were adequately resourced – Everybody won. 
 
- But then comes Malachi’s day when the standard of financial excellence had fallen and fallen hard. 
 
- In spite of being taught since the time of their youth about how to honor God with their resources, one by one, men and women began to make unwise and dishonoring financial decisions. 
 
- They just started making up their own rules. 
 
- And if you can believe it, in Malachi’s day people decided to make up for their financial foolishness by reducing their tithes and offerings that were supposed to be going to God, and in some cases, not giving them at all. 
 
- For example, maybe someone in Malachi’s day would go to the local shopping market to pick up a few items for the kids or for the house, and maybe they got carried away with their spending – They overspend their budget. 
 
- On the way home they’d say, "How am I going to make my budget right now?" 
 
- And they’d go, "I’ve got an idea. I’ll just take the tithe money that I was supposed to give to God and His work this week, and I’ll use that to balance my budget"–problem solved. 
 
- Then maybe they’d think, "Well, I wonder what God’s going to think about this? Oh, no big deal. What do I care what He thinks." 
 
- Maybe someone else would start building a new house and keep adding the extras on until the only way the house could be afforded would be to take a whole year of tithe monies that were supposed to be going to God and use them for finishing the house instead of honoring God. 
 
- In Malachi’s day the financial standards of excellence had plummeted. 
 
- Almost everyone had their reasons for giving less than the full ten percent of their earnings to God and to his work. 
 
- And they’re quite brazen about it. I mean, they’re just like, "Hey, what’s God going to do?" 
 
- Now enter God’s spokesperson, Malachi, who has no fear of the people’s approval. 
 
- He’s never taken a public opinion poll on this – He’s just going to speak God’s words. 
 
- Malachi says, "Every time you bring less than the full ten percent of your earnings to God, you’re ripping off the one who gave his very, very best for you." 
 
- Malachi says, "You know, what you’re doing is unthinkable and it’s got to stop." 
 
- Then Malachi raises the discussion to a whole other level. 
 
- He wants people to see what it is they’re really doing, and he wants to put it in a context where they have God’s perspective on the matter. 
 
- He’s saying, "This is not an impersonal accounting issue we’re talking about. You’re God’s kids. He’s your heavenly Father. All He’s ever done is give and give and give and give and give. All he asks you is that you just take a tenth out of all that He blesses your life with and allows you to earn, and return it as a worship offering to Him on a consistent basis to remind yourself that He’s first place in your life.” 
 
- He says, "You’re God’s kids, and you would steal from him?" 
 
- This is unthinkable to Malachi, and he says, "You’ve got to get back on the program. We’ve got to reset the bar. We’ve got to do it God’s way, everyone of us. 
 
- And you know what church? I want to reset the bar today for all of us. 
 I Can Now Understand This Eternal Principle 
- Some have become confused in the NT church about this subject of tithing. 
- They may have received some errant teaching that said the tithe was not for today 
- The principle of tithing was given to us before the OT law was ever written down 
- It is not an OT or a NT principle, it is an eternal principle given for all time. 
- Let’s look at a few examples: 
- 500 years before the OT law Abram gave a tenth to the priest Melchizedek: 
- (Gen. 14:18-20) Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand." Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 
- Jacob promised God a tithe in (Gen 28:22) “…this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me I will give you a tenth." 
- In the NT we find that Jesus condemns the Pharisees for falling short in a number of areas, but He commends them for giving God the tithe: 
- (Matt. 23:23)  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law--justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.” 
- There has never been a time when God did not expect His children to give back to Him out of the resources He has blessed them with. 
2. THE BLESSING OF REWARD 
- Now before I go any further with this, I want to very plainly state that if you are giving for the purpose of being rewarded, you’re giving for the wrong reason. 
- At the same time it is helpful to see that God takes this giving financially stuff seriously enough that He very clearly offers rewards to those who are faithful to Him. 
    	 I Am Worshipping God in a Tangible Way 
- While I know that God hears my prayers, and that He accepts my worship, and that He acknowledges my reverence for His Word, in many ways these acts of worship seem somewhat abstract – in the sense that I can’t measure their effect. 
- With tithing I can see in a very tangible way, in black and white, my worship to God through giving. 
- We want to be a little careful with this, because giving alone does not measure my devotion to God, but it is one frame of reference that helps me to grasp how grateful and worshipful I am to this God that has given me so very much. 
 I Am Doing My Part to Advance the Kingdom 
- The fact of the matter is, God uses our financial resources to build His kingdom. 
- The more money that the church has to work with (if those funds are used in the right way) the more people we will be able to reach with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
- The more missionaries we will be able to send, the more outreach we will be able to do, the more ministry we will be able to perform. 
- The greater the financial level, the greater we are able to fulfill Christ’s great commission to preach the Gospel to the world around us. 
[The average contribution in American churches is 2.5% of our income. 
- I do not know the exact figures with this in our church as I do not look at, nor do I want to look at, the financial giving of individuals. 
- But I wouldn’t think we were far off from the national average. 
- That being the case, if each person gave at the tithe level, we would increase our yearly budget by 400%.] 
- And if we each gave above the tithe, our budget would be hard to project. 
- Imagine the excitement and attitude of a church where this generous spirit is common – we would be bursting at the seams as we worked with God to advance His kingdom. 
    	 I Am Experiencing An Abundance of Resources 
- Now I want us to be a little careful with this to make sure there is no misunderstanding. 
- The Health and Wealth Gospel teaches that it is always God’s will to heal and that He wants all of His children to be materially wealthy – we don’t teach that here. 
- At the same time we have to acknowledge and praise God for the fact that He does promise to bless us at some level in a material way. 
- (Mal. 3:10) Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 
- How many times in the Bible does God offer us the privilege of putting Him to the test? I can tell you – this is it! 
- God very clearly says that we should test Him in this matter of tithing and prove to ourselves that God’s promises to us are true. 
- (Luke 6:38) Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 
- Again, I don’t want us to misinterpret these passages like some of the televangelists do – God isn’t promising us all a Rolls Royce. 
- But at the same time we don’t want to minimize God’s promises. 
- God very clearly teaches us that our gifts to Him will have an effect on the material blessings He gives back to us. 
- I have talked to many people over the years that have put God to the test in this matter – people that have begun tithing to Him – and I’ve yet to hear one of them say that God backed out on His part of the deal. 
- If you haven’t tithed before today, why not take God up on His offer? Test Him in this, and see what happens. 
Conclusion: 
- [Bob McCune, a U.S. congressman, tells the story of the time when he took his kids out to eat at a local fast-food restaurant. 
- As he and his kids sat down to eat, Bob smelled the fries in front of one of his sons and reached over to get one. 
- To his surprise, the young boy grabbed his dad’s hand, pushed it back, and exclaimed, “Dad, don’t take my fries!” 
- McCune was stunned. 
- He sat in front of his son in silence and wondered, “What happened?” 
- Then the meaning of this teachable moment hit him. 
- He thought, “My son doesn’t know where those fries came from. He doesn’t realize that about five minutes ago I went to the counter, put my hand in my pocket, pulled out the money and bought those fries for him. 
- “I am the source of those fries. My son doesn’t understand that, if I wanted to, I could go over to the counter and buy a dozen orders and cover him with fries. 
- “He doesn’t know that I don’t even need his fries; if I wanted to I could go over to the counter and buy my own.”] 
- McCune learned a valuable lesson that day about God. 
- God doesn’t need our tithes – He simply wants us to acknowledge Him in worship, and when we do He will bless us with more so that we can acknowledge Him again and again and again. 

