FAMILY CHURCH
Various Texts

Introduction:
A. [In "Where Now is Thy God?" J. Wallace Hamilton told of an advertisement in the Chicago Sun-Times of an offer by an architectural firm to supply blueprints for what it called "homes w/a religious heart."
- These were an architect's plans for a new home w/a built-in private chapel.]
- There may be something appealing about that.
- But really it goes back to New Testament practice.
- At several places in the New Testament reference is made to a church in a house.
- We're aware that there were no church buildings in the early days of Christianity.
- So churches, the called-out ones, the people of God, met in homes.
- It was a very ordinary occurrence for the early church to meet together in one of the homes of its members..

B. But we can carry this a step further.
- It can mean that each home can have a church in it.
- It can mean that homes should have the same atmosphere, the same spiritual strength, the same fellowship & love, the same sense of the holy, the same guiding principles as a church.
- Or, as Leonard Griffith expressed it, "It means that our families, moving back & forth between the church & the home, encounter not 2 loyalties, but 1, not 2 sets of values, but 1."
C. How can this be done?
- How can you have a church at your house?
- Two of the references in the New Testament to a church in a home are to the outstanding Christian couple Aquila & Priscilla. 
- READ Romans 16:3-5a; 1 Cor. 16:19.
- Aquila was a Jew.
- With all other Jews Aquila & Priscilla were banished from Rome in A.D. 52.
- Apparently Paul met them in Corinth where they engaged in their mutual profession of tent making together.
- We find reference to them in Ephesus.
- They may have moved to Ephesus w/Paul.
- By the time the book of Romans was written they had drifted back to Rome.
- At each place they were active Christians.
- And at two of the places at least, a church met in their house.

D. What would our homes have to be in order for us to have a church there?
- I'm not talking about what would they have to be to hold a home Bible Study.
- I mean, what would they have to be in order for our families to be able to say that, "In our house our family gathering is the gathering of the church."?
Transition: 1st it would have to be:

1. A PLACE WHERE GOD IS HONORED.
A. Who is honored most in your home?
- Is it God? Famous sports figure? Current Movie Star? Singer? Political figure?
- More than lip service will have to be given to Christian characteristics if God is to be honored in our homes.
- Worship will be a real part of life.
- Christian values will be actually & actively stressed.
[ - A minister was visiting in a home when he asked for a Bible.
- After searching high & low, they finally found the Bible buried under a pile of forgotten books & papers & covered w/dust.
- As the owner lifted it out, a pair of eyeglasses fell from among the pages.
- "Goodness," he exclaimed, "I lost those glasses years ago."
- "You should read the Book more often," the minister replied, "it contains a good many things you have lost."]
B. If God is to be truly honored in a home, then the people in the home will be more honored.
- A new relationship of mutual trust & respect can grow up between the husband & wife & between the children & parents.
- To honor God is to recognize His claims upon the home & its occupants.
- If we are God's people than we are God's people no matter where we're at.
- I can't only be a Christian at church & then go home to forget what claims God has on my life.
- As a Christian (whether father, mother, husband, wife, child) I am responsible to make my home a home where God is lifted up, not ignored.
- I am responsible to my family to make them know that I don't only worship God in the church building, but I worship Him every day, every hour, every moment of my life, & I expect no less from them.
- If we will truly honor God in our homes I believe we'll find that our home will become a place where Christ is acknowledged as Lord of the home as well as Lord of our personal lives.
- In fact, the two go hand in hand.
Transition: 2ndly To have a church in our house it must be:

2. A PLACE WHERE JESUS IS WELCOMED
A. By this is meant more than a plaque hanging on a wall stating, "Christ is the unseen guest in this house, the unseen visitor at each meal."
- It means that our home is a place where we can sit around the table & make the great Christian confession to one another, "Jesus Christ is Lord."
- Think of the New Testament picture of the home of Mary, Martha, & Lazarus in Bethany.
- Jesus was a welcome guest.
- He was all but one of the family.
- How easy it would have been in that home to introduce someone to Jesus.
B. How about in our homes?
- Is the atmosphere in our homes conducive to introducing someone to Jesus?
- Is it conducive to introducing our own family to Jesus?
- If Jesus is truly welcomed in our homes, it would be easy to introduce the people in our house to Him.
- In fact, the teachings & practices of Christ would be a normal part of the life in that home.
[- A story is told of two simple people who lived in a fisherman's cottage in a little village by the sea.
- When the man came home at the end of the day, his wife said to him, "The new minister came here today, & he asked a question I could not answer."
- "What did he ask?"
- "He asked me," she said, "Does Jesus Christ live here?"
- "And what did you say?" the husband demanded.
- "I didn't know what to say."
- "Well, couldn't you tell him that we are respectable people?"
- "But he didn't ask me that."
- "Well why didn't you tell him we go to church when we feel like it?"
- "But he didn't ask me that either."
- "Then you could have told him that we read the Bible--sometimes."
- "But he didn't ask me that. What he asked me was "Does Jesus Christ live here?"]
- And isn't that the question we must all ask of ourselves?
- "Does Jesus Christ live at our house?"
- Is there evidence to be found at our house that would prove that Jesus lives there?
- Are there unmistakable attributes of Jesus Christ in our homes?
- Can you tell by the looks on our faces, by the attitudes of our hearts, by the things that we say, & by the things that we do that Jesus Christ lives at our house?
Transition: To have a church in our house it must be:

3. A PLACE WHERE LOVE IS PRACTICED
A. Love is a basic part of the Christian's life.
- Jesus commanded us to love one another as He loved us (1 Jn.).
- Such love characterizes the truly Christian home.
- In a sense every home begins w/one kind of love--the romantic love between a man & a woman.
- As children are born to them, a new kind of love enters the home, the love of children for their parents.
- In order for it to have cohesive power, it must mature into something higher & more permanent--the Christian love of which Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 13; the love that, "bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things."
- The love that "never ends" because it reflects the love of God for us.
- My love for my family is reflected not only in our blood ties but I love them as my Christian brothers & sisters.
- The saying "blood is thicker than water" is an AntiChristian statement.
- It originally meant that our physical family is more important than our Christian family through baptism.
- The ideal situation is where we love our family both because of our commonality of being in the same bloodline, & also because we share in Christian faith.
B. One of the New Testament references to a church in someone's house is in Philemon
- That story is an expression of the practice of God's love.
- Philemon had a church in his house.
- But he also had a slave in his household who had escaped & fled to Rome.
- At Rome he had become a Christian.
- Now Paul was sending Onesimus back to Philemon, not only as returned property, but also as a Christian brother.
- He asked Philemon to receive him & forgive him.
- For that to be done love would have to be practiced--Christian love put into effect.
C. Is Christian love practiced in your home?
- When you think about your home life, would you say that you think of your husband or wife, or children or parents, as ones you love because of the relation-
ship you have w/them in Christ?
- Until we reach that point, it's hard for us to say we have a church in our home.
Transition: Lastly, to have a church in our home our home must be:

4. A PLACE WHERE CHRIST IS OBEYED
A. Who is the final authority at your house?
- Some men say, quite proudly, "I'm the head of this household."
- Some women, just as proudly say, "I let him think he's the head of the household just to make him feel good."
- I know of homes where the husband is in charge.
- I know of homes where the wife is in charge.
- I know of homes where the children are in charge.
- But the final authority in our home must be Jesus Christ.
B. Our children need to grow up, not asking, "Does mom or dad approve of this?" but "Does Jesus Christ approve of this?"
- Because sometimes mom & dad approve of things that Jesus doesn't.
- The same can be said for husbands & wives & moms & dads.
- The husband shouldn't be thinking, "I wonder if my wife will get mad if I spend this money on (fill in the blank).
- We should be thinking, "What does Jesus want me to do w/it?"
- The wife shouldn't be thinking, "I wonder if my husband would approve of me having a couple of drinks at lunch w/the other girls at work?"
- She should be thinking, "What would Jesus approve of?"
C. If we are living out our lives in obedience to Christ the rest of our family will see that & hopefully they'll start living their lives in the same way.
- It seemed that everywhere Aquila & Priscilla went they had a church in their house.
- They were obedient to Jesus Christ.
- They were interested in His mission.
- They took seriously His commandment to witness & to minister.
- Could we be that obedient to the will of God & to the commission of Christ?

Conclusion:
- A church in your house & in mine is a real possibility.
- In fact, it is our responsibility.
- By practicing God's love in our home we reflect a home that is truly committed to Jesus Christ.
Copyright©The Pastor's Helper, 1999


